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Remarks 

Claims 1-30 are pending. Claims 13-29 have been withdrawn from consideration. Claim 
1 is currently amended. Reconsideration of the application is requested. 

§102 and §103 Rejections 

Claims 1-4, 6 and 30 stand rejected under 35 USC § 102(a) as purportedly anticipated by 
WO 03/058743 i Barton), Claims 5-7 stand rejected under 35 USC § 103(a) as purportedly 
unpatentable over Barton taken alone. Claims 8-10 stand rejected under 35 USC § 1 03(a) as 
purportedly unpatentable over Barton taken alone and further In view of JP 11-045733 
(Nagamori). Claim 1 1 stands rejected under 35 USC § 103(a) as purportedly unpatentable over 
Barton taken alone and further in view of WO 03/032052 (Segit). Claim 1 2 stands rejected 
under 35 USC § 103(a) as purportedly unpatentable over Barton taken alone and Anther in view 
of US 63)83,638 (Taniguehi). 

Applicants herein amend claim. I . The amendment is fully supported in the Specification 
as filed. (Please see, e.g.. Specification at page 5. lines 25-27). 

Each of the foregoing rejections relies on a purported disclosure in Barton of a gas 
diffusion layer having a hydrophilie layer having a thickness of "about 1 to about 1 00 microns, 
preferably between about 8 and about 16 microns/' (Barton at page 14, lines 18-20), The 
present claims, as amended, recite a fuel eel! gas diffusion layer having "a hydrophilie surface 
lave, no n i , s ni nv more than 0.5 micron." This limitation is not taught or suggested 
in Barton. Barton teaches away from this li mi tation by the recitation of a preferred thickness 
"between about S and about. 16 microns." (Id.). Therefore., the present rejections should be 
withdrawn. 
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reasons given above, Thus, claims 2-12 and 30 are likewise be patentable. 

In summary, the rejection of claims 1-12 and 30 under 35 USC § 102 and § 103 have 
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In view of the above, it is submitted that the application is in condition for allowance. 
Reconsideration of the application is requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 



By->1 HI HLZI 

Philip Y. Dab!. Reg. No.: 36J15 
Telephone No.: 651-737-4029 

Office onmdiccki;;: Proper;; C caui.se! 
Facsimile Mo.: 651-736-3833 



Date 



8 



